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Calendar 

June 14 – S.C. Primary Elections. 
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.  

June 16 – Georgetown County 
Planning Commission meeting, 
5:30 p.m., County Council Cham-
bers, 129 Screven St.  

June 17 – Graves Station town 
hall meeting with County Coun-
cil Member Everett Carolina. See 
Page 5. 

June 20 – County offices are 
closed in observance of the 
Juneteenth holiday. 

June 26 – Last day to register for 
County Adult Softball League. 
Season begins July 5. See page 
2.  

June 28 – Georgetown County 
Council meeting, 5:30 p.m., 
County Council Chambers, 129 
Screven St. (Council only meets 
once this month.) 

June 30-July 2 – Friends of the 
Waccamaw Library annual sum-
mer book sale. See Page 8.  

July 4 – County offices are 
closed in observance of Inde-
pendence Day. 

T he best college fishing teams 
in the country will take to 

Georgetown County’s five rivers this 
September, when Bassmaster re-
turns to Winyah Bay. Georgetown 
County Parks and Recreation will 
host the 2022 Strike King Bassmas-
ter College Series National Champi-
onship presented by Bass Pro Shops 
from Sept. 2-4. 

The event will bring 260 anglers 
and 130 boats to the county, with 
teams coming from universities 
across the nation. Qualifications are 
based on the teams’ finishes in four 
regular-season stops held on Flori-
da’s Harris Chain of Lakes, Lake Nor-
man in North Carolina, Arkansas’ 
Norfork Lake and Saginaw Bay in 
Michigan. A final Wild Card tourna-

ment on Alabama’s Logan Martin 
Lake gives teams waitlisted for the 
other events one last chance to 
make it into the field for Winyah 
Bay. 

“We’re excited to offer college 
anglers an incredible championship 
tournament experience,” said Glenn 
Cale, B.A.S.S. Nation tournament  
 

County, City officials to hear harbor study recommendations 

O fficials with Georgetown County 
and the City of Georgetown will 

come together this month to hear a report 
from engineers examining potential solu-
tions for silting of the Georgetown Harbor. 

The report will be presented at 5 p.m. 
June 14 at Howard Auditorium, 1610 Haw-
kins St. Representatives from GEL Engineer-
ing will review the firm’s recent study of the 
harbor and offer recommendations on what 
can be done to resolve the issue in a sus-
tainable way.  

Members of the public are encouraged to 
attend the presentation and will be allowed to ask ques-
tions. 

Commissioned in 2018, the first phase of the study 
was conducted by Coastal Carolina University. The cen-
tral goal of the study was to determine ways to prevent 
silt from accumulating at such a fast rate in the 
Georgetown Harbor. County and City officials wanted a 
more sustainable and affordable solution than repeated 
dredging. After initial findings from the University were 
presented in early 2020, an engineering aspect was 

added for phase 2 of the study and GEL became in-
volved.  

Among the various solutions discussed in 2020 were 
deflection walls, restoring the harbor to its natural state 
and methods that would also assist in flood protection. 
The goal would be to allow the Georgetown Harbor to 
continue operating as a working waterfront. Solving the 
silting problem would impact numerous businesses 
including commercial seafood, tourism and marinas, as 
well as recreational boating. 

See “Bassmaster,” Page 9 

Bassmaster returns to Georgetown with College Championship 

Bassmaster last brought its college series to Georgetown in 2017, when 
Patrick Walters, left, now an Elite Series pro, was part of the winning team. 
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www.gtcounty.org 

At Georgetown County, we want our residents and 
property owners kept abreast of what’s going on inside 

their local government. That’s why we created the 
Georgetown County Chronicle.  

It’s a vehicle for information about county services and 
events, important messages from county officials and 

behind-the-scenes glimpses at how government works. 

You can find the Chronicle on our website at 
www.gtcounty.org or through our social media accounts. If 

you’d rather have it delivered to your inbox, sign up at 
gtcounty.org by clicking the “News & Alerts” icon on the 

home page. 

If you have questions or comments about this newsletter, 
please contact Jackie Broach at (843) 545-3164 or 

jbroach@gtcounty.org. We welcome your feedback. 

Parks & Rec. Dept. earns national youth sports designation 
Georgetown County Parks and Recreation has been 

designated a Better Sports for Kids Quality Program 
Provider by the National Alliance for Youth Sports 
(NAYS).  

This honor, like the Good Housekeeping Seal 
given to household products that meet high 
standards, recognizes organizations that have 
met an equally high standard when it comes 
to administering youth sports programming, 
NAYS officials said.  

“These days parents have so many choices 
when it comes to youth sports, so the Better 
Sports for Kids Quality Program Provider desig-
nation is important to our organization since it sets 
us apart from other agencies,” said Beth Goodale, di-
rector of Georgetown County Parks and Recreation. “We are 
proud of all the work we have put in to providing high-quality pro-
grams for our community and with this designation, now parents 
have another layer of confidence in our programs. They can take 
comfort knowing their child is in the best place possible to learn 
and compete in sports.”  

“Parents typically have lots of questions and valid concerns when 
deciding where to enroll their child,” said John Engh, NAYS execu-
tive director. “We have taken the guesswork out of this important 
time in a young person’s life. When parents see that a program has 
the Quality Program Provider designation, they will know that we 
have already asked all the tough questions that they may not have 
even considered or perhaps were afraid of bringing up.”  

Additionally, the designation enables organizations to showcase 
the quality of their programs and highlight the benefits of children 
being involved in their offerings.  

“We always believed that we offered quality pro-
grams for our youth. But with this designation, 

parents can be guaranteed that we’re doing all 
of the right things to ensure their child has a 

safe, enjoyable experience in our leagues,” 
said Loren Wallace, Recreation Manager at 
Georgetown County Parks and Recreation 
and a Certified Youth Sports Administra-
tor.  
To earn the Better Sports for Kids Quality 

Program Provider designation, a youth 
sports program must fulfill all the compo-

nents associated with these five key require-
ments: Written policies and procedures; volun-

teer screening; coach training; parent education; and 
accountability. 

Within each of these five areas are important details that can 
sabotage experiences and ruin young lives that organizations must 
prove they address in order to earn the designation, such as if 
written policies exist regarding playing time; if concussion aware-
ness information is disseminated to coaches; if volunteers are sub-
ject to background checks and social security number verification; 
if the organization has a system for receiving and responding to 
complaints; if the organization solicits feedback to evaluate pro-
grams; and more.  

“Organizations that earn this designation will stand out within 
their community for demonstrating that they have taken a proac-
tive approach on some tough issues and are providing youth sports 
programs of the highest standard,” Engh said.  

For more information about current programs available from 
Georgetown County Parks and Recreation, visit gtcparks.org.  

mailto:jbroach@gtcounty.org?subject=Newsletter
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WingIts, a specialty designer and manu-
facturer of bathroom accessories, fastening 
systems and Americans with Disabilities 
Act-compliant products, plans to establish 
operations in Georgetown County, the 
company recently announced. It plans to 
invest $7.4 million and create more than 
40 new jobs.  

For more than 20 years, WingIts has ex-
pertly designed and manufactured high-
quality and cost-effective products for major 
hospitality brands, healthcare, multi-family, 
senior living, government and other com-
mercial markets throughout North America. 
With a commitment to sustainability, Wing-
Its bath accessory lines are made with 100% 
recyclable stainless steel and are designed 
for lifetime durability. 

“WingIts is excited to call the Palmetto 
State, the Town of Andrews and 
Georgetown County home to our new 
50,000-square-foot North American distri-
bution center,” said Tom Murphy, the com-
pany’s president. “The Georgetown County 
Economic Development and the S.C. Depart-
ment of Commerce teams helped make this 

property acquisition a smart move and easy 
business decision for us as we continue our 
successful journey and expansion. We look 
forward to joining the state and the local 
community, and to many years of success in 
South Carolina.”  

Located at 259 Technology Drive in An-
drews, WingIts’ Georgetown County facility 
will serve as the company’s primary distri-
bution, fulfilment and final assembly opera-
tion for North America. The company also 
has future plans to move the manufacturing 
of its newest innovation – patented struc-
tural solid surface bathroom accessories and 
shelves – to this new facility.  

WingIts’ new facility is expected to be 
operational this August.  

“Bringing new opportunities to 

Georgetown County is always a plus,” said 
Georgetown County Council Chairman Louis 
Morant. “We are excited that this company 
has decided to locate its operations here 
and we look forward to a long-lasting rela-
tionship.”  

The Coordinating Council for Economic 
Development has approved a $200,000 Set-
Aside grant to Georgetown County to assist 
with the costs of site preparation and build-
ing construction.  

Individuals interested in joining the Wing-
Its team should email resumes to 
hr@wingits.com. 

Did you know you can 

watch Georgetown  

County Council  

meetings online?  
We livestream every council meeting 
to make it easier for you to stay up to 
date with what’s happening. Watch at 

YouTube.com/GtCountySC. 

 

See more local beach regulations at www.gtcounty.org/beachinfo 

All items must be picked up off the beach  
at the day’s end, including chairs, tents, toys 

and, of course, any food packaging or other  
litter. Litter laws are strictly enforced. Any items 

left on the beach at the end of the day are  

considered abandoned and may  

           be removed under county ordinance.  

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS  

ON GEORGETOWN COUNTY BEACHES! 

mailto:HR@wingits.com
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Council to give final reading to $97.5 million budget at  June 28 meeting 
A total countywide millage increase of 3.9 

mills is included in a proposed budget for 
the upcoming fiscal year, which will receive 
final consideration by Georgetown County 
Council at its June 28 meeting.  

The increase includes 1 mill for the gen-
eral fund, .9 mills for the Law Enforcement 
Fund and 2 mills for Debt Service to help pay 
for construction of a new jail. The millage 
increase will equal $15.60 per year on every 
$100,000 of assessed value for an owner-
occupied home. The current countywide 
millage rate is 64.7 mills.  

Several fee increases are also proposed, 
including raising the “change of tenant” fee 
from $25 to $50 to better reflect the cost of 
staff time involved, and a $3 a ton cost on 
the fee it charges Georgetown County Wa-
ter & Sewer District and the City of 
Georgetown to dump sewer sludge in the 
landfill. 

The county’s proposed budget for the 
coming fiscal year totals $97.49 million, a 
7.6 percent increase from the previous fiscal 
year. County Administrator Angela Christian 

called it a “dynamic working document that 
must be fluid to deal with the uncertainty 
and volatility of the world in which we live.” 
She added it is “a continuation of sound 
financial practices with conservative projec-
tions.” 

As council prepared to give second read-
ing to the budget in May, she told council 
and the public about the difficulties that 
factored into this year’s budget. Those in-
cluded many of the same things businesses 
and members of the public are dealing with 
at home: rising gas prices, “runaway infla-
tionary pressures” and delayed shipments of 
supplies.  

The county also had to tackle employee 
compensation and retention — one of its 
biggest challenges as it tries to keep em-
ployees from leaving for higher wages in 
other counties with larger budgets. 

The budget gives full-time employees a 
cost of living increase of at least 5%, with 
some public safety employees receiving 
more. There are also bonuses for employees 
with certain high-demand skillsets, including  

active paramedics and those with commer-
cial drivers licenses.  

One bright spot in the budget was increas-
ing revenue from local hospitality and ac-
commodations taxes. While most areas 
experienced revenue losses in hospitality 
and accommodations following the pan-
demic, Georgetown County saw significant 
increases in 2021 and in projections for 
2022 — a 38% increase in hospitality and 57 
% for accommodations since 2020. 

Funds from federal, state and local grants 
are also up significantly. Over the last year, 
the  county secured about 90 grants totaling 
more than $9 million for projects ranging 
from public safety to recreation. 

Council’s June 28 meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. in the historic courthouse on Screven 
Street and will include a public hearing re-
garding the budget prior to final reading. 
Residents can access a full copy of the exec-
utive budget summary presented to Council 
at gtcounty.org/finance.  Print copies are 
also available at all five local library branch-
es.  
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From left are Ray Funnye, director of Public Services; Michelle 
LaRocco, Environmental Services manager, and Washington. 

Sullivan retires from Facilities Services 

 

 

Morant graduates from leadership program 

Jesse Sullivan of our Facilities Services Division celebrated his 
retirement on June 2. He worked for Georgetown County since 
2014. We wish him all the best!  

Maya Morant graduated this month from Leadership Georgetown, 
which is hosted by the Georgetown County Chamber of Commerce. 
Pictured from left are Chamber President Beth Stedman, City of 
Georgetown Mayor Carol Jayroe, Morant and Georgetown County 
Council Chairman Louis Morant.  



 

Public Services Dept. presents yearly awards 
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The Georgetown County Public Services Department recognized some of 
its most outstanding staff members last month with a trio of its most prestig-
ious awards.  

During an employee appreciation luncheon as part of National Public 
Works Week festivities, awards were presented for leadership, environmen-
tal stewardship and teamwork. 

Kiah Williams was presented with the Leadership Award and heralded as 
“the model of a true leader.” Supervisors said he always prepares for jobs 
with thorough planning and coordination, making sure he and his team have 
all they need to get a job done right.  

“The work in Public Services often calls for schedules to change without 
notice, but this employee is always ready to pivot and attack the next pro-
ject,” said Tracy Jones, who presented the awards. “Not only does he plan 
and prepare the work for his crew, he's often involved in getting the work 
done. It's no surprise to see him driving a dump truck, shoveling dirt or oper-
ating heavy equipment to ensure the project is completed. He is a consum-
mate leader and professional when dealing with the public and his col-
leagues.” 

The Green Earth Award for environmental stewardship was presented to 
Maureen Mulligan of the Environmental Services Division. When the COVID-
19 pandemic began, staff had to re-evaluate how it educates the public.   
Mulligan reprioritized work to promote stewardship activities that can be 
done outside — and while practicing social distance — through events such 
as community litter cleanups.  

She also helped secure external funding to make litter pick-up a program 
funded with staff time and equipment. She has since worked with the resi-
dents and community groups to have numerous litter pickups and created a 
litter pickup team. In just the past three months, her efforts have resulted in 
12,560 pounds of trash being removed from roadways and other public are-
as. Over the past year, Mulligan has supported community litter pickups 
totaling over 1,000 volunteer hours and collecting 22,464 pounds of trash.   

Last but not least, the Team Player Award was presented to Marlon Jack-
son. Jones said he’s the one most people first think to call when they need 
help.  

Jackson “is typically at work first and is there making the connection be-
tween the field and site locations and the office,” she said. “He gets his 
hands dirty in repairing equipment, and keeping things up and running. He 
knows people and cares for them, is connected to the community, and when 
things are going on in personal lives, he adjusts schedules and finds cover-
age. He always knows staff skills and how to go about getting the best re-
sults. 

Congratulations to these outstanding members of our team. 

Williams 

Parsons is Employee of the Quarter 

Mulligan Jackson 

Eddie Parsons, who works as a heavy equipment opera-
tor in the Public Works and Construction Services Divi-
sion, was recently recognized as Georgetown County’s 
Employee of the Quarter for the first quarter of 2022. 
Parsons has worked for the county for nearly 24 years. 

Parsons is assigned to special projects for departments 
and divisions across county government, including storm-
water, capital projects, environmental services, fire-ems, 
the airport, and parks and recreation, as well as the state 
Department of Natural Resources. 

“Eddie is a valuable asset to Public Works. His ability 
and skills allow him to work on a wide range of projects,” 
said Ray Funnye, county director of Public Services, who 
nominated Parsons for the award. “One day he may be 
grading and digging ditches with the excavator, loading 
dump trucks with the loader or hauling material. He has 
always been a team player. Whenever he is asked to 
perform a task, he jumps right in.” 

Over the first quarter of this year, Parsons and his team 
completed tasks including extending the taxiway at the 
Georgetown Airport, finishing the parking lot at the land-
fill, assisting the state Department of Natural Resources 
with moving boats, hauling materials from the recycling 
centers to the landfill and much more. 

“Eddie always takes initiative and gets the job done 
with no questions asked,” Funnye said. “His skills not 
only allow him to get the job done, but the job is always 
done at a high level with great quality and professional-
ism. He is truly an example for his coworkers and a model 
employee for Georgetown County.” 



 

On-the-job innovation 
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Congratulations to Rodney Simmons, a heavy equipment operator with 
Georgetown County Public Works. He participated in the State Backhoe 
Roadeo in Greenville earlier this month and came in third place, beat-
ing out other skilled competitors from across South Carolina. Simmons 
earned his spot in the competition back in May, when he came in sec-
ond in the Lowcountry Regional Backhoe Roadeo, hosted by 
Georgetown County. Harold West also earned a place to compete in the 
state competition. 

Simmons places in state Roadeo 

Harold West and Adonis Williams of Georgetown County Public 
Works were recently presented with the Innovation Award for 
their work on a project that allows county staff to work more 
quickly and efficiently. The project involved having staff use GPS 
to shoot grade elevations for pipe inverts, ditch grades, property 
corners and road profiles. This lets Public Works staff define 
problems and determine corrective measures, as well as create 
maps that reflect existing conditions. It also saves the county 
thousands of dollars annually in surveying and consulting costs. 
Pictured from left are Public Services Director Ray Funnye, Wil-
liams, West and County Council Chairman Louis Morant. 
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County gets $30K Palmetto Pride grant 
Georgetown County Environmental Services Division has been 

awarded a $30,000 Palmetto Pride grant to help it “Treat Litter 
Like Trash and Bag It!”  

The funds will help the Division in its continuing efforts to 
reduce roadside litter countywide. 

“In just three months, our two-person, part-time litter crew 
has removed over 16,000 pounds of litter from our county road-
ways,” said Maureen Mulligan, the Division’s environmentalist 
and training coordinator. “What’s more, between this part-time 
litter clean-up crew and a few community-organized cleanups, 
we have collected nearly 20 tons of litter… But we can do even 
better!” 

Citizen engagement is our “golden ticket” to ending roadside 
littering and stamping out illegal dumping, she added. The Divi-
sion has already partnered with groups including the Pee Dee 
Community Project, Pawleys Island Civic Club, Neighbors Taking 
Action in the Community, and Keep it Green on cleanup initia-
tives. Mulligan is hoping to get more involved this year — espe-
cially prior to June 22, which is the last day of the nationwide 
2022 Great American Cleanup initiative. 

Anyone who would like to host a litter clean-up in their com-
munity is asked to contact Mulligan at 843-545-3452 or  
mmulligan@gtcounty. The Environmental Services Division will 
happily partner with groups and provide gloves, safety vests, 
trash grabbers, trash bags, and important safety information to 
participants for roadside clean-ups. The Division will also ar-
range for pick-up and disposal of all trash collected and notify 
organizations of the total weight of the litter they picked up. 
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manager — College, High School and Junior. 
“I am thrilled that we are able to get these 
young anglers onto this extraordinary tidal 
fishery as they compete for a national title 
and a chance to fish the Classic.” 

The County hosted a Bassmaster event 
annually from 2015 to 2019, but the tradition 
was put on hold due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Georgetown County last hosted Bass-
master in March 2019, when Bassmaster 
brought its Elite series to town. The last time 
the county hosted the College Series was in 
March 2017. That event featured a pair of 
familiar names atop the leaderboard. Cur-
rent Elite Series pros Patrick Walters and 
Jonathan Kelley finished first and second en 
route to the 2017 National Championship, 
where they were bested by a team that in-
cluded fellow Elite angler Jacob Foutz. 

“We are thrilled to welcome college an-
glers and their families to Georgetown Coun-
ty for the Bassmaster College National Cham-

pionship in September,” said Beth Goodale, 
Georgetown County Director of Recreation 
and Community Services. “A number of activ-
ities and events are planned throughout the 
weekend so that our residents can celebrate 
along with tournament participants.”  

Competitors will not only be fighting for a 
national championship but also a berth in 
the 2023 Academy Sports + Outdoors Bass-
master Classic presented by Huk on the 
Tennessee River via the College Classic 
Bracket tournament.  

The leading anglers in the Bassmaster 
College Series Team of the Year points 
standings will be determined after the four 
regular-season events. The Team of the 
Year will punch their ticket to the College 
Classic Bracket event, which will be held 
later this year. The College Classic Bracket 
takes the Top 3 teams from the National 
Championship plus the Team of the Year 
and places the individual anglers in head-to-
head bracket-style competition for a berth 
in the Classic, where they will compete for a 
prize purse of over $1 million. 

Bassmaster tournaments generate a con-
siderable economic impact for Georgetown 
County, considering anglers’ hotel stays, 
restaurant visits, fuel and grocery purchases, 
plus the same for family and friends who 
travel to watch the tournament weigh-ins. 

As with previous tournaments in 
Georgetown, boat launch will take place 
daily at dawn from the county’s Carroll A. 
Campbell Marine Complex, with weigh-in 
occurring at the same location for the first 
two days of the tournament. However, the 
final day’s weigh-in will move to Front Street, 
where finalist anglers will parade through on 
their way to the stage. Local fishing fans and 
businesses are encouraged to turn out for 
boat launch and especially weigh-in to pull 
for their favorite college team. 

Businesses along Front Street will be en-
couraged to put out flags, banners and other 
items supporting participating universities, as 
well as take advantage of foot traffic on 
Front Street by setting up merchandise out-
side to lure potential customers. 

Bassmaster 
Continued from Front Page 

Georgetown County Parks and Recreation  

is looking for strong, hardworking and  

influential leaders to volunteer to coach  

and officiate. 



P.O. Box 421270 
129 Screven Street 

Phone: (843) 545-3063 
Fax: (843) 545-3292 
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County Government 

Numbers to know 
 

(All begin with area code 843) 
 

Animal Control, 546-5101 
 

Assessor, 545-3014 
 

Auditor, 545-3021 
 

Clerk of Court, 545-3004 
 

County Council, 545-3058 
 

Coroner, 546-3056 
 

Elections, 545-3339 
 

Finance, 545-3002 
 

Parks & Rec., 545-3320 
 

Planning/Zoning, 545-3116 
 

Probate Judge, 545-3077 
 

Register of Deeds, 545-3088 
 

Sheriff, 546-5102 
 

Treasurer, 545-3098 
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Georgetown 
County, 

South Carolina 

Kickball after dark, s’mores making 
and scary stories by the campfire 
were all part of a successful commu-
nity camping event hosted June 10 at 
8 Oaks Park. Georgetown County 
Parks and Recreation offered the 
event to families across the county 
as part of its summer programming. 
The department is planning another 
camping event this fall. For more 
upcoming programs, visit 
gtcparks.org. 

Parks & Recreation brings back campout event 

Veterans Services Division hosts 2nd Quilts of Valor ceremony 

The Georgetown 
County Veterans Ser-
vices Office hosted a 
Quilts of Valor cere-
mony for local veter-
ans on June 10 at 
Howard Auditorium. 
Among the recipients 
were a number of 
Georgetown County 
Sheriff’s Deputies. For 
more information 
about the program, 
visit qovf.org. 


